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Sales reach new record high of 4.1 billion euros



Earnings before interest and taxes of 173 million euros



Equity increases to 1.1 billion euros



Substantial future-oriented investments of around 150
million euros

In 2019, the Possehl Group achieved record sales, despite the fact that
the global economy cooled down noticeably. Based on preliminary
figures, sales generated by the Lübeck-based conglomerate rose by 10
% last year to 4.1 billion euros, with considerably increased precious
metal prices over the course of the year being the main growth driver.
On a comparable basis, growth still amounted to over 4 %. This was
primarily due to company acquisitions and the strong development of
Possehl’s Cleaning and Tire Technology as well as Printing Machines
divisions. “Both the weakening economy and the downturn in the
automotive industry have certainly left their mark on some of our
divisions”, says Dr Joachim Brenk, Chairman of the Executive Board at
L. Possehl & Co. mbH. “However, Possehl’s broad-based lineup
comprising nine different divisions has a stabalising effect on the
Group’s overall performance and enables us to expand existing
segments and develop new business opportunities.” Last year alone,
Possehl invested some 150 million euros in tangible and intangible
assets, more than ever before. “Through these investments, we
safeguard Possehl’s long-term competitiveness and future viability, and
create the basis for further profitable growth”, explains Brenk.
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In the financial year 2019, consolidated earnings before interest and
taxes (EBIT) amounted to 173 million euros. The EBIT margin,
adjusted for precious metal effects, equalled almost 7 % of the Group’s
turnover. Positive development was recorded in the Printing Machine
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business. Already in the first full financial year following the merger,
the joint venture manrolandGoss was able to improve both its market
position and competitiveness significantly, and returned to profitability.
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Another positive highlight was the development in the Cleaning
Technology division. Hako once again achieved a significant increase in
sales while the company’s earnings margin remained on the same high
level year-on-year, whereas the negative impact resulting from the
weak demand for automobiles and semiconductors was felt in the
Electronics segment.
With five successfully completed company acquisitions in 2019, Possehl
extended both its market shares and product portfolio in the divisions
Special Purpose Construction, Intralogistics and Identification
Solutions. A significant percentage of the currently more than 200
companies belonging to Possehl worldwide joined the Group over the
past five years.
“2020 will be a challenging year for many companies and also for
Possehl. However, we cannot see any reason for pronounced
pessimism”, outlines Brenk. “We aim at continuing to grow stronger
than the market in industries and markets important to us.” The extent
to which individual companies will succeed in implementing digital
technologies is certainly a key factor in this aspect. In addition to the
efforts undertaken by the Group companies, Possehl hosts annual
Digital Conferences with more than 100 participants from all divisions.
Moreover, the Group Holding has expanded its expertise in the field of
technologies and processes in order to support the Possehl companies
with their transformation processes in the best possible way. “We
regard digital change as an opportunity and a challenge at the same
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time, which we accept with a great deal of motivation and
commitment”, explains the Possehl Boss.
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For the year 2020, given a prospectively ongoing economic weakness,
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Possehl expects business to be stable, with positive and negative
developments in individual divisions offsetting each other.
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Divisions.jpg: The divisions of Possehl Group.
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BÖWE SYSTEC is one of the world’s leading suppliers of smart
automation solutions. For over 70 years, the technology company’s
products have streamlined and optimized work and production flows
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across a wide range of very different industries. Whether it be inserting
systems for classic transactional applications or mailings, card
processing solutions, letter or parcel sorting systems for modern post
processing centers, automation solutions for intralogistics or pharma
serialization, BÖWE SYSTEC technologies play an important role in
numerous industries. Headquartered at its production and
development facility in Augsburg, the company serves its customers
around the world through some 20 subsidiaries and over 50 general
agencies. Since 2010 BÖWE SYSTEC GmbH has been owned by the
Possehl Group, which generated annual sales of around €4.1 billion
with a global workforce of approximately 13,300 in 2019. The sole
shareholder of L. Possehl & Co. mbH is the charitable Possehl
Foundation in the Hanseatic City of Lübeck. More information is
available at www.boewe-systec.com and www.possehl.de.

If you publish an article about our company or products, we would
be grateful if you could send a voucher copy to the address above.
Many thanks.
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